
Message from the Dean 
Ann Hartzler, SPC 

 
I returned from a Region 1 Leadership conference held on September 5th and 6th in New York.  It was 
very inspirational.  I met deans and sub-deans from New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut and New York.  Cheryl Duerr, our Region 1 Councilor, and James Thomashower, 
Executive Director led the workshops and the guided the discussion.  I learned a little about many things 
including: 

 2015 Regional Convention – New Haven   
 2017 Regional Convention – Montreal  
 Merrimack Valley Chapter Jubilee in North Andover, MA – February 21, 2015 
 Portland Chapter Jubilee in South Portland, Maine – March 5, 2016 
 Going to AGO HQ website for wealth of information:   www.AGOHQ.org 
 New idea for  newsletter format – Constant Contact 

 
If you haven’t already put it on your calendars, I recommend that you consider attending the 2015 
Regional Convention, which will be held in New Haven, CT on June 28 to July 1, 2015.  You will have 
the opportunity to hear organs from Yale University as well as organs from the surrounding community.  
For more information, visit the website: www.NewHavenAGO2015.org 
 
The 2017 Regional Convention is co-sponsored by Region 1 AGO and RCCO.  It will be held June 30-
July 7, 2017.  The hotel will be Fairmont Queen Elizabeth Hotel.  The website is not up and running.  For 
more information, contact Cheryl Duerr (clduerr@gmail.com). 
 
The purpose of an AGO Jubilee is to reach potential members and non-organists and to promote our art to 
the next generation. The Merrimack Valley Chapter Jubilee will take place on Saturday, February 21, 
2015 from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm at First Calvary Baptist Church in North Andover (MA). The church is 
conveniently located less than two miles from I-495. There will be eight workshops in two parallel tracks, 
including a traditional anthem reading session and a session about using the modern features of a digital 
organ at their full potential, including MIDI. Three workshops will focus on the development of the 
organist's skills around hymn playing, improvisation and new repertoire; three other workshops will 
concentrate on choral music, choir and voice training. The registration fee is $25 and includes morning 
coffee and lunch.  The Portland AGO Chapter is planning to arrange carpools.  Contact Ann Hartzler 
(ann.hartzler@gmail.com) if you would like to carpool. 
 
The Portland Chapter Jubilee will be held on March 5, 2016.  Similar to the Merrimack Valley Chapter’s 
Jubilee, the Portland Chapter Jubilee will contain eight workshops and will be at a nominal cost.  It will 
be held at South Portland Congregation Church on March 5, 2016.  More information to follow in future 
newsletters. 
 
Constant Contact format for the Portland AGO Newsletter.  While at the Northeast Leadership 
Conference, I learned about how to use “Constant Contact” as a platform for the newsletter.  Two other 
chapters – the New Hampshire Chapter and the New Haven Chapter – already use it. It links to the 
website.  (By the way, those of you who didn’t know we have a website, please visit 
www.agoportlandmaine.com).  Using this platform will take less time to input information, and it will 
enable us to get important news to you faster.  It also will mean that our Portland AGO website will 
contain the latest information. The Board has voted to give it a try, and we will be rolling out Constant 
Contact in the future.  Rest assured, for those who do not receive the AGO newsletter via email, we will 
still be able to mail out copies of the newsletter.   
 
Communication is a good thing! 
 
 


